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60 years of separation
Recent Supreme Court cases involving the Ten
Commandments stem from a long history of
First Amendment controversy.
See page B6

Choose your path
Life! takes you through some of Lynchburg's
running and biking trails.
Seepage B6
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LU professor to appear
on History Channel

By Joanne Tang

By Aja Burden

NEWS REPORTER

NEWS REPORTER

Editor's Note: This article is the
first of a three-part series spotlighting Liberty students who are
serving overseas in the Armed
Forces.
In Robert A. Heinlein's epic
novel "Stranger in a Strange
Land," the main character finds
Earth to be a strange land. He
arrives with open eyes and looks at his new home as
wondrous and new, unexplored by his senses. Liberty's
stranger is Sgt. Bradley Patty. His strange land is Iraq.
In war, a lot of things become clear and one finds that
it is the little things that are really and truly cherished,
like letters to your fiancS or the few moments you get to
steal away to be able to speak to family members. Patty
misses these moments and letters, as well as other simple pleasures from the United States.
One of his favorite things is an Arby's Beef n' Cheddar,
sandwich and curly fries with a Mountain Dew.
"All the rumors you hear about Army chow not being
good — they are absolutely true," said Patty.
Hailing from Gettysburg, Pa., Patty was placed in the
care of foster parents Mark and Vicki Gassman when he
was 6 years old. He formed a close relationship with his
aunt, Anna Bauchman, sister to his biological mother
and she always made sure he was involved in the family.
"He did follow in my footsteps. I was in the Army and
he talked to me about it and he said that he was going to
sign up. I went to Korea, he went to Kbrea> it was too
ironic," she said. "I understand why he's there and I wish
he'd come home tomorrow."
"I wanted to travel the world and I am very patriotic.
The national anthem makes me puff up every time I hear
it," said Patty.
"I'm not used to him being away," said Maggie, his
fiance. "I pray every single day that he will come home."

Germans were preoccupied with
building other weapons," Saxon
said.
The Smithsonian considered
Saxon's arguments so accurate
that they used it to train their tour
guides at the Air and Space
Museum in Dulles. A year later,
when the History Channel sought
to do a program featuring D-Day
ships, the Smithsonian sent them
to Saxon.
"Information about German
weapons during the war was widely unavailable until recently," said
History Channel episode writer
and producer Jonathan Wickham.
"Mr. Saxon played a big part in
getting to the bottom of the question. They were definitely using
guided weapons," Wickham said.
Saxon's research will be aired on
Deep Sea Detectives, a History
Channel program. His will be the
first of 13 episodes following the
course
of the
underwater
Normandy wreckage. At first Saxon
was intimidated by the thought of
being on television. "They used
close ups," said Saxon, "but I forgot
about the camera' and enjoyed
shari_ng.wh,aXt.knew for the ggod of
others."

History never changes, right?
Not necessarily.
Historians recently discovered
new information regarding World
War II and the weapons Germany
used against the Allies at
Normandy. The interesting thing
about this discovery is that the
leading expert is Liberty's very
own history professor Dr. Tim
Saxon.
In 1944, the 2,200 ton destroyer
USS Meredith embarked on its
maiden voyage to the British Isles
and was commissioned to serve at
Normandy. She served as a
smokescreen for battleships during the D-Day invasion. While in
dangerous waters, USS Meredith
an explosion tore apart the ship.
Most assumed that she hit an
underwater mine. "The Germans
used sophisticated mines," Saxon
said. "A ship could pass over it
several times with a mine sweeper
and never notice it. Once the area
was considered safe, the mines
would activate and self-detonate
on the passing ship." Seven crewmen were killed and 50 were
wounded.
The Naval Historical Center's
Please see SAXON, page A6
Web site shows the
U.S.S. Meredith broke
in two and sunk on
June 9.
Even so, something
did not seem right,
according to Saxon.
Please see PATTY, page A2
"There was a 65 foot
hole above the water
line," Saxon said. An
underwater mine was
unlikely to cause that
type of damage. Saxon
dug for evidence to
what was happening in . the support his speculations. In 2004 he pubUniversity."
Because Falwell was put on a ven- lished an article stating
tilator for five days, his voice is still that the USS Meredith
raspy. "Dad is home and is regaining was sunken not by
his strength. His voice is still mines, but by sophistiscratchy and the doctors are requir- cated guided missiles.
ing him to rest over the next few "The missiles were
days," said his son and vice chancel- guided by a joystick,
much like teenagers
lor Jerry Falwell, Jr.
Falwell donned a suit for his use today to play video
departure Friday morning as a games," Saxon said.
throng of news reporters gathered "They also had experimental ones operated
outside the hospital..
PHOTO PROVIDED
by wire and by televi- EXPERT OPINION — Dr. Tim Saxon appears on "Deep Sea
sion. Fortunately, the Detectives" on the History Channel on April 4.

Falwell recovering at home
By Sara Lesley

•

NEWS EDITOR

Liberty University's founder and
chancellor is back home after a 12
day stay at Lynchburg General
Hospital after battling a severe case
of viral pneumonia.
The hospital released Dr. Jerry
Falwell Friday morning with the
stipulation that he avoid preaching
or working heavily. Falwell said he
should be back at the Thomas Road
pulpit, hopefully, on Easter Sunday.
"I was allowed to return home on
March 4 with the counsel that I

restrict my work and preaching load
for awhile," Falwell said. He plans to
come out only for attendance at
some services at Thomas Road
Baptist Church and to lightly oversee
other ministry work. He also plans
to attend LU Convocation on
Wednesday, March 9, to hear
Senator Zell Miller.
"We all breathed a sigh of relief
upon the release of our chancellor
from the hospital," said Executive
Vice President Dave Young. "I knew
he was on the mend during the middle of last week when he called me
'very early' one morning to discuss

Please see FALWELL, page A6

Delirious? blows out crowd
By Joanne Tang
NEWS REPORTER

ADAM BISHOP

LIGHT THE FIRE — Delirious? lights up the Vines Center for an eager crowd Saturday night.

Hundreds of bodies formed a
wave, jumping up and down as
Delirious? unleashed earsplitting
chords and rapid-fire lyrics with
both meaning and melody.
Delirious was in fine form last
Saturday night, drawing a massive
crowd to the Schilling Center.
Though the weather outside was
le"ss than desirable, the crowd was
excited and a line began to emerge
as early as 6 p.m., even though the
doors would not open until 7:30.
The line then wrapped around the
adjacent buildings and ended up in
front of the DeMoss building.
The members of Delirious? were
in the Liberty bookstore earlier
that

day for a signing, attracting a

large crowd of eager fans clutching
CD's, photos, calendars and other
memorabilia. Before the show, they
met a few privileged fans for a meet
and greet where they signed autographs and posed for pictures.
The show attracted a diverse
assortment of fans, from parents
and their kids to a toddler resting
on her father's shoulders. The audience was happy to begin the show
and the performers were more than
happy to oblige.
Liberty's own Jake Holman
opened the show, getting the crowd
excited with a set from his first EP,
Few and Far Between. Lights and
fog danced across the stage and
over the waving arms as Holman
urged the audience to get louder.
He left the stage in thunderous
applause. When Delirious? was

ready to perform, the roar of the
crowd was deafening, rivaling the
thunder of the speakers. Lead
singer Martin Smith, guitarist Stu
G and bassist Jon Thatcher
emerged on stage wearing pinstripe
suits. With the first crunch of a guitar, we were off. Drummer Stewart
Smith pounded on his Zildjian
drum set and the entire stage rumbled. The band blew through a fantastic set covering several albums
and several of their popular praise
songs like "Oh Glorious" and
anthems like "I Could Sing of Your
Love Forever."
When the band propelled into
their hit "History Maker," fists
pumped in the air and the crowd
began to jump as the light bounced
all over the audience.
Please see DELIRIOUS?, page A6
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Why I hate competition:
North Carolina b-ball
and theater oul\inc[\

Patty: In the Army now
Continued from page 1

j. bauer

At 24 years old, Patty has traveled all around the world in his
army career and has been stationed
in South Korea and Kuwait. He
recently left Kuwait for Iraq and is
now stationed at Camp Anaconda.
In fall 2003, he began attending
Liberty, where he met Maggie. He
and Maggie, an international student from Kenya, met during freshman year. When he was deployed
to Kuwait in July of 2004, he left
Maggie in Virginia to go to Fort
Dix.
More than he misses the Beef n'
Cheddar sandwiches, he hates
being away from Maggie.
"I miss (her) so much that it
aches inside of me," he said.
In Kuwait and Iraq, the temperatures are often very extreme.
"It gets so hot and you do not
sweat because it evaporates right
away," said Patty. His foster father,
Mark Gassman, was worried about
the harsh climate.
PHOTO PROVIDED
"He will make the best out of any
situation that is handed to him," COMRADES AT ARMS — Members of Patty's unit enjoy some downsaid Gassman.
time in Kuwait.
"The Lord has been pressing
patience on me. I am separated
from every person I love. And
nothing but stress is handed to me to replace
Patty urges students to look at themselves
them. I have to lean on the Lord and have as soldiers in the Lord's army.
patience in his divine timing with every"Right now they are in basic training getthing," Patty said in an email he wrote while ting ready for General Jesus Christ to deploy
in Kuwait. "This is what the Lord has helped them where they are needed," he said. "I
me with."
would plead with the LU students to open
Patty is a business management major at your hearts to the entire world and the entire
Liberty and he plans to enroll in ROTC, get will of God."
married and eventually return to the Army
full-time.
Contact Joanne Tang atjtang@liberty.edu.

Competition is something of which I've solo. After a few minutes of this, there are
been a fond participant. I find the whole always two people who realize they are
business boring and loathsome. Perhaps singing the same song and start trying to
this is why I'm not a huge fan of any partic- "outsing" each other. It is a sight which
ular sport.
rivals a duet between Whitney Houston
In North Carolina, people are segregated and Mariah Carey, may they rest in peace.
While all of this is going on, I'm usually in
by the color of their favorite sports team:
red for NC State, sky blue for UNC, and a the center of the room amidst script books
dark royal blue for Duke. If you claim NC and sheet music trying to decide what I will
State and wear a blue tie, you are in danger be using for my audition.
of being cut off from your protective "gang"
Everyone laughs at me while I pluck out
family. They
— — — ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — notes
from
will send you
"Titanic:
"I have heard rumor that there is M u s i c aThe
out into the
l"
even a competition for racing cars while memohalls to be
beaten as a
rizing one of
appropriately dubbed NASCAR.
hypocrite, a
Hamlet's
Some even call this a sport."
coward,
a
soliloquies. It
traitor of the
is brutal, it is
team
you
frustrating
claimed allegiance too.
and it is not "theatre."
I have heard rumor that there is even a
In our western civilization (and let's be
competition for racing cars appropriately honest, whenever anyone says "western
dubbed NASCAR. Some even call this a civilization, they really mean, "America")
sport.
competition is a way of life. Even in eleI have been to a few theatre competitions. mentary school, there were coloring comGenerally, there is a "warm-up" room for petitions. "Four stars for Jessica's picture
everyone to do some last-minute prepara- of a green giraffe. Four frowny-face sticktions before auditioning. For most, "warm- ers for Alexander's invisible castle."
up" means staring at the wall and screamAll of this is to say, that I hate competiing a monologue at the flowery wall paper. tion. That is why I am entering this article
These monologues usually come from some into the essay contest in hopes that I win a
obscure play no one has ever heard about: grand prize of $5 to spend at the fair, in
"You were never there for us Carl! I had to hopes to win a stuffed animal which will
stay behind with the dog. But when you left eventually become a chew toy for a poodle
the dog died.
When you left, I named Killer.
died...inside." Then, as if on instinct, tears
In turn, Killer's pups will be house-broflow like a natural spring of rewetting ken on newspaper similar to this one, probdrops.
ably this page, assuredly this article. In this
For others, the warm-up room is a place final irony, the dog always wins the competo nail down those starting notes of their tition.

Workshop features 17-year-old film producer
shops
"Online
Evangelism
through Online Video" will be
Kyle Lawrence and David
Liberty University students Clevenger, the producers of a new
interested in making a Christian Christian sitcom series entitled
impact on the entertainment "Persecution."
According to Lawrence, execuindustry are in for a special networking treat during the Internet tive producer for the series, cast
Evangelism for the 21st Century and crew positions are still availConference scheduled for April 1- able for Persecution, which is
scheduled to begin filming in
2.
Presenting one of the work- June.
Lawrence
said the series
is
unique
because it portrays reality.
Characters
are slated to
include those
who are steadfast in their
faith as well as
those
struggling
with
their walk and
PHOTO PROVIDED
characters
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION — Filmmakers Kyle Lawrence and David
m
o v i n g
Clevenger produce "Persecution," an independent Christian film.
By Angela Franulovich
NEWS REPORTER
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towards conversion as well as Clevenger said, "we're not going
those who are hostile to the to sacrifice our witness for the
gospel.
story."
"The Christian kids get pushed
"There is a standard and that
around and mocked," Lawrence standard is the Word of God, and
said. "But in the
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ we're
not
going to comend they realize
that the perse- "There is a standard and promise that
for fame or
cution they face
that standard is the
fortune,"
in this country
is not the same Word of God, and we're C l e v e n g e r
as (the persecu- not going to compromise said.
tion faced by)
Clevenger
Christians in that for fame or fortune." said that he is
the
third
especially
David Clevenger
interested in
world."
PRODUCER OF "PERSECUTION"
f o r m i n g
Clevenger,
alliances with
who is also president of DAC Productions, said people who are called into the
that presenting strong Christian entertainment industry.
witnesses through film is sorely
Clevenger considers it his minneeded in our society.
istry to serve as a mentor to those
"We live in a media driven soci- interested in evangelism through
ety...(but) in our society, we've film, stating that his goals are
taken God out of everything," "two-fold - to build them up and
Clevenger said.
teach them to effectively minister
Unlike the recent portrayals of with their talents."
Christian teens in mainstream
Lawrence is a 17-year-old
films such as home-schooled student who has
"Saved!," star- been helping to produce video in
ring
Mandy his home church since sixth
1971 University Blvd.
M o o r e ,
grade.

L
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Policies
The Champion encourages community members to submit letters to
the editor on any subject. Letters
should not exceed 400 words and
must be typed and signed. The deadline is 6 p.m. Monday.
Letters and columns that appear
are the opinion of the author solely,
not the Champion editorial board or
Liberty University.
All material submitted becomes
property of the Champion. The
Champion reserves the right to accept,
reject or edit any letter received —
according to the Champion stylebook,
taste and the Liberty University mission statement.
Send letters to: Liberty Champion,
Liberty University, Box 2000,
Lynchburg, VA 24506 or drop off in
DeMoss Hall 1035.
The Champion is available online
at: www.liberty.edu/info/champion.

Clevenger has worked in
Christian and secular productions since he was 4 years old.
After traveling with a multimedia production, Clevenger
worked as an intern at a production company in Northern
Illinois.
Clevenger was hired by the production company after he produced his first feature length
film, "The Law," at the age of 16.
Lawrence and Clevenger are
both quick to credit the Lord for
their success.
"We are expecting big things,"
Clevenger said.
The
first
full-length
"Persecution" series episode will
be available for viewing online by
fall of 2005.
A corresponding Bible study for
each episode is also in the works
and will be distributed across the
country to complement the video
series.
Trailers for the new series are
available and can be viewed online
at www.persecutionvideo.com.
Contact Angela Franulovich at
afranulovich@liberty.edu.
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From 3 p.m. - 12 a.m.
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Students in snow get stuck in stadium
The day started when the trio
decided to play in the snow. As a
ski instructor at a resort in North
A normal snow day turned into a Carolina, Torrence had all sorts of
not-so-normal day for two Liberty snow equipment with him. The
University students, Annie Lively three took turns using his snowand Amy Gore and Gore's friend, board to go down a hill in the footStephen Torrence, who happened ball stadium. After a little while of
to be visiting for the weekend.
taking turns sledding and having a
"jolly time" according to Lively, the
three suddenly had an urge to go
build a huge snowman. Since the
snow was perfect for making snowballs, they went right to work on
their snowman.
As the group was working on
building the 9-foot-tall snowman,
they noticed an LUPD officer asking students who were still sledding
to leave. They, however, continued
what they were doing. Later, that
same officer got closer to the group.
The girls recognized him as the officer who had entered dorm 33 earlier that morning and, "rescued them
PHOTO PROVIDED
from a burnt honey bun in a
FREE AT LAST — Stephen Torrence rejoices microwave oven."
as his maintanence hero unlocks the gate.
At the moment the three were
By Linda Laferriere
N K W S REPORTER

trying to lift the head of the snowman onto the top. Torrence decided
to ask the officer if he wanted to
help them. So the officer decided to
take time out of his schedule and
help the students finish making
their snow man. He then left and
locked the main gate to the stadium.
Unbeknownst to the LUPD officer, the group had driven into the
stadium, and now had no way of
getting Torrence's car out of the stadium, with the gate being locked.
The students bundled into the car,
and drove all around the stadium
looking for any way out.
"We were not worried about
freezing or starving to death,
because Torrence, being a ski
instructor, was prepared for any situation,"
explained
Gore.
"Torrence, had all sorts of emergency equipment."
Gore and Lively then began calling their friends around Liberty
seeking to get unlocked from the
stadium.

Gore and Lively,
called their spiritual
life director, who
laughed at them and
said, "we're watching
a movie, your pizza
will be here fqr you
when you get back."
While locked in the
stadium, many students passed by
Lively, Gore and
Torrence and pointed and laughed
The three had
called LUPD, but the
officers were busy
taking care of an
PHOTO PROVIDED
emergency and could
not respond to the THE PERFECT MAN — Amy Gore (left) and Annie Lively pose
beside of their 9-foot snowman, who holds an "L" for LU.
call.
After about 45 minutes, a kind maintenance man spot- you are our maintenance hero,
ted the group and unlocked the gate please notify us, so we can thank
to let them out of the stadium. "We you for letting us out."
hope this story gives out a good
word about the maintenance men
Contact Linda Laferriere at Idlaof LU," stated Gore and Lively. "If ferriere@liberty.edu.

Liberty alum to star in CBS miniseries
One Liberty University graduate is proving that it just
might be. Randy McDowell,
who graduated in 1999, has
recently been cast in a CBS
miniseries chronicling Elvis

By Aaron Bennett
NEWS REPORTER

Does Coffeehouse have the
potential to be a launching
pad to fame and fortune?

PHOTO PROVIDED

MEMPHIS MAFIA — Actors portraying Elvis'"Memphis Mafia" pose on the set
for the CBS mini-series. LU alum Randy McDowell is the third from the left.

death in 1999.
"He was a redneck hillbilly — so
was
Elvis,"
McDowell said.
The CBS miniseries is unique
because it is the
first movie about
Elvis that has ever
been supported by
the family and
received approval
from
the
Graceland foundation. It is also
the first to use
master recording
of Elvis' songs.
PHOTO PROVIDED
Before its debut
on May 8 at 8 1957 AGAIN — Liberty alum and rising actor Randy McDowell takes a seat on the hood of
p.m., it will be an Oldsmobile used on the set of a CBS miniseries chronicling the "Memphis Mafia."
preceded by the
largest marketing campaign film and television veterans ed "Best Short Film" by the
CBS has ever done for a film. such as Randy Quaid and Folly Felder Film Festival in
McDowell worked with Rose McGowan. The actor South Carolina. McDowell's
portraying Elvis is Jonathan most recent film project is
Rhys-Meyers, who recently called Dixie County Line and
%
several
Liberty
appeared
as
Keira stars
graduates.
Knightley's soccer coach in University
Bend it Like Beckham.
McDowell is awaiting finanMcDowell resides between cial backing before moving
VT 7
JBoster
Atlanta and New Orleans, ahead with production.
Seats
which is where the minisWhile attending Liberty,
eries is filming. He has McDowell
majored
in
agents in Atlanta, as well as a Communications. He permanager for both acting and formed comedic sketches in
.....
writing. He received the part campus church, convocation
Creati ng solutions, changi ng lives.
of Smith in the Elvis minis- and every Coffeehouse that
eries after auditioning for a took place during his tenure
j SUMMER CAMP JOBS
smaller role.
at
Liberty.
Among
favorite
McDowell was also recent- McDowell's
ly scheduled to appear in the Coffeehouse moments is a
Looking for the best summ er of your
upcoming Dukes of Hazard Batman and Robin skit,
life? E aster Seals Virginia can help
movie starring Johnny which co-starred Donald
Knoxville
and
Jessica Love, who is now a Liberty
you fin<I it. We are conimitted to
Simpson,
but
cancelled
due University professor, in the
helping people with disabilities gain
role of Batman.
to
scheduling
conflicts.
greater independence, Join our
McDowell embraces the
McDowell is the codedicate id team this summe r at Camp
founder of both N20 fact that he is a Christian in a
Easter Seals Virginia in Cra ig County.
Ministries and Laughing Gas mostly secular industry.
Productions and has written McDowell downplays his
We ha*/e job openings for camp
several
screenplays. N20 burgeoning career by saying
Drs
and
program
leaders
counsel
Ministries is a drama team that the entertainment
s,
horseback
ridin
g,- music,
(aquatic
that has toured churches and industry is just like any other
sports
and
more)
Room,
nature,
youth camps, sharing mostly job. "You're a light in a dark
For
board and salary provid ed.
world... this is for Jerry
comic performances.
ion,
contact
Debora
McDowell's film company (Falwell) - you're that
h Duerk at
informal
recently released a short film flame," said McDowell.
or at
dduerk(<^va.easterseals.com
called The Perfect Proposal.
(540) 8*S4-5750. Visit our iwebsite to
The film has toured many
Contact Aaron Bennett at
>w
you
can
make
a
(
difference.
learn he
film festivals and was award- jabennett@liberty.edu.
.easterseals.com

Presley's rise to fame.
McDowell will portray
Gene Smith, a longtime
friend of the music legend
who was one of the original
members of Presley's legendary "Memphis mafia."
The Memphis mafia had a
revolving door of members
throughout 20 years of Elvis'
career, and had a nearly
ubiquitous presence around
him. Smith, according to
research McDowell conducted for his role, was one of
Elvis' most loyal friends,
never saying anything negative about Elvis in public.
Many considered Smith to
be a surrogate brother to
Elvis, after he lost his real
brother at an early age.
Though Smith was never
known as an educated man,
he published a book entitled
Elvis' Man Friday before his
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Opinion

"If the posted copies of the Ten Commandments are to have any effect at all,
it will be to induce the schoolchildren to read, meditate upon, perhaps to
venerate and obey. . . It is not a permissible state objective."
Stone v. Graham majority opinion
SUPREME COURT DECISION, 1980

Christian nation?
60 years of separation and immorality

laseymour

Look around you. Violence, sex, immorality and
crime invade our homes on
the television screen and,
even worse, our ordinary
lives every day. People kill,
lie, steal and fornicate. A
surge of crime and a
decline in morals has
marked the last 60 years
and much of it started with
a court decision, and will

end there as well.
Two cases are now in oral arguments before the Supreme
Court to determine whether the public display of the Ten
Commandments is constitutional or not. The funny thing is
that few people are actually looking at the Constitution or the
men who wrote it and signed it. Nor are they looking at the
early court cases that prove America's heritage as a nation
founded on Biblical principles.
These two cases have already traveled through a number
of other courts with displays being deemed contrary to the
establishment clause of the First Amendment to the Constitution, which reads, "Congress shall make no law respecting
the establishment of religion or prohibiting thefreeexercise
thereof."
The establishment clause is frequently
summed up by the phrase coined by Thomas Jefferson, "separation of church and state," and is
used to indicate that God, Christianity, prayer or
public displays of Christian faith have no place in
government, in public schools or anywhere they
could be offensive to someone else.
This assessment could not be further from the
truth. The words of President Jefferson came
from a letter he wrote to the Danbury Baptist
Association in Connecticut in 1802. The full text
can be read on the Library of Congress Web site.
His letter was in response to their worries that a
national denomination would be created and that
would lead to their Baptist practices being out- \
lawed.
Jefferson sought to allay their fears explaining
that the intent of the First Amendment was to protect Christians from a state religion's establishment and would protect and provide freedom to
every denomination. The wall he referred to was a
one-directional wall protecting religion, not prohibiting it in any way. The state was held back, not
the church.
For over 100 years, this intent of Jefferson's
words and this understanding of the First Amendment was upheld by the Supreme Court and lower

»
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courts. According to the "America's Godly Heritage" video
series by David Barton, by the year 1892 the Supreme Court in
the case Church of the Holy Trinity v. U.S. cited 87 historical
and legal precedents to uphold the premise that America is
indeed a Christian nation.
But Jefferson's words began to be twisted in 1947 in the
Everson v. Board of Education case leading to the popular
myth of religion not having a right to be in the public sector
or in government. From 1947 until now, the Supreme Court
has ruled in several cases to strip religious freedom from citizens based on the myth of separation. They removed the Ten
Commandments from school buildings, struck down school
prayer and continued to separate all religious activity from
public life, education and government.
The school prayer decision was in 1962 and cited no legal
precedents, something utterly laughable in court history.
In addition to the enormous amount of legal proof that
America was founded on Christianity, there is a significant
amount of supporting evidence as well.
John Jay, the original Chief Justice to the Supreme Court,
called America a Christian Nation. Thomas Jefferson, third
President of the United States, told Benjamin Rush that the
First Amendment meant the government could not establish
a single Christian denomination.
George Washington, the first President of the United

.4

States, wrote in his farewell address, "Of all the dispositions
and habits, which lead to political prosperity, Religion and
Morality are indispensable supports...let us with caution
indulge the supposition, that morality can be maintained
without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence
of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason
and experience both forbid us to expect, that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principles."
One other piece of historical evidence that can suggest
that the Bible had a place in both classrooms and courtrooms
is that for years, public schools had only one textbook: the
Holy Bible. When they did begin to acquire others, like the
New England Primer, those were directly based on scripture
and religious principles.
Looking at historical documents, the lives of the founders
and the government and education system those men created all indicate that America was meant forever to be a
nation that protected religious freedom and was guiding by
Biblical principles. But ignorance or willful disobedience to
that end on the part of justices forced Christian principles
from the sectors of public life and the consequences have
been disastrous.
Since the 50s and 60s a wave of sexual rebellion, a rise in
all types of violent crimes, a shift in attitudes and a prevalence of anti-Christian worldviews have overtaken
America. Our population has become selfish,
hedonistic and irreligious, and those things are
*.*> , • v * r jyHHI
reflected and encouraged by television, movies
and music. Pop culture is simply a mirror reflecting a sinful society that has direct correlation to
the removal of God from the education of children and the justice system.
Not teaching children about Christianity
causes many to grow up without hope, without
regard for others and without any moral framework for behavior. Removing Christian principles from a government founded on them,
* 1.1. \..lU\~Utt.\ \VK I **• >
strips the foundation of justice away from the
courts and leads to moral relativism.
The Supreme Court has a very weighty
\Cl mm
IPC PRip*|| MSfr*
decision to make this year. The justices can
continue to turn their backs on God and history and follow the precedents set over the
last 60 years, or they can recognize the truth,
make the right decision and reverse the rulings banning displays of the Ten Commandments. It would not solve all the nation's
societal ills, but it would be one small step in
m
the right direction.
Contact Julia Seymour at jaseymour@liberty.edu.
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JON O'NEAL

O O © O K U O ! What was your worst spiing break experience?

"I live in Florida and am
always out in the sun. One
spring break 1 got sun poisoning. That was not fun."
-Stephanie Dion, Jr.
Davie, Fla.

"Freshman year on the
Appalachian Trail: -15
degrees and 18 inches of
snow. I didn't take enough
clothes or food."
-Neal Phillips, Sr.
Lenoir City, Tenn.

"No break can be bad when
you spend it with family
and friends and throw in a
little beach time."

"I went to NYC with a
school ministry team. Our
van got towed and grafittied."

—Kristen Guise, Sr.
Miami, Fla.

—Michael Rogers, Sr.
Upper Marlboro, Md.

"Freshman year of high
school, because what I
thought was sun poisoning
turned out to be chicken
pox: in Panama City."
—Kylene Casper, Sr.
Greenwood, Ind.

"Freshman year in Orlando
Fla., we ran out of money
for gas on the way back. We
had to pay with change we
found in the car"
—Jonathan Washburn, Sr.
Lynchburg, Va. ADAM BUBO*
.
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C ommentqry
New center is for the
students not faculty

Letter
to the

Editor
Dear Editor,
I was deeply troubled with the commentary article "Tackling the problems of immigration policy."
Robert Sisk's proposal is not only horribly nearsighted and dangerous, but also
morally repugnant. To suggest that the solution to the influx of immigrants, legal or
illegal, is to enact a policy with the goal of violent revolution ignores the intrinsic value
of life that every human being possesses. Sisk's proposal, which seems to suggest that
some lives are more important than others and in order to ensure the quality of life
here, we should destroy the lives of those who live in neighboring countries, is not only
unjustified but simply wrong.
It is never good policy to purposely place millions of people in abject poverty with
the hopes that they will one day rise up against their oppressive leaders. Have we not
learned from Cuba that such a policy is never successful? Rather than causing a revolution in Cuba, the American policy of 100 percent trade restrictions seems to merely
embolden Fidel Castro's hold upon the nation. For that matter, the reason that
Cubans flood America is because they do not have the ability to raise arms against
their leader, even if they wanted to. We give absolutely nothing to Cuba, and yet, there
is no halt on immigration from there, and there is no revolution, which empirically
denies Sisk's argument and points to its absurdity.
Rather, it seems, that Sisk would basically be advocating that we plunge more
nations into abject poverty, which leaves them defenseless to disease and starvation.
As Christians, we have a moral obligation to help people rather than plunge them into
worse living conditions. Furthermore, a ruthless dictator who is losing money, will
only use the money he does receive to further increase the militia, making it impossible for the people to revolt, as is empirically demonstrated when Chavez's Venezuelan
government increased the military in order to put down insurrections due to low GDP.
Instead of there being an overturning of the regime, there were more civilian casualties. Also, in the event that a revolt was to succeed, what is to stop the next leader from
becoming even more repressive? That has been seen time and again in places like
Cuba, Venezuela, Iran and Afghanistan, to name a few.
Sincerely,
Melissa Hurter

LISTEN UP!
IT'S YOUR TURN TO DECIDE

• Korn lead guitarist Brian Welch
recently announced his conversion to
Christianity, according to MTV.com news.
He resigned from the band and shared his
testimony with about 10,000 people on
Sunday, Feb. 27.
• Syrian leader Bashar Assad
announced Sunday that he would begin a
withdrawal of troops out of Lebanon on
Monday, Reuters reported. The Syrian
government faced intense pressure from
the U.S. and other governments regarding
the troops in Lebanon.

• Martha Stewart left a West Virginia
jail after finishing her five-month sentence
on Friday, CBSNews.com reported.
• Last week, a captured Italian journalist, Giuliana Sgrena, was fired upon and
injured by American troops after being
released by her captors, FOXNews.com
reported. American forces say that the GIs
shot the engine of the car after signaling
for the car to slow down unsuccessfully.
• Arnold Schwarzenegger is in favor of
banning the sale of junk food in California
schools according to apnews.myway.com.
His statement was made in response to a
question about combating child obesity.
• Dan Rather will be stepping down this
week from his chair at "CBS Evening
News," reported the nydailynews.com

Second, according to
Hundreds of Liberty stuYellowPages.com, there are
dents pile into the LaHaye
eight other fitness centers in
Student Center every day to
Lynchburg alone, not includuse the state-of-the-art equiping the surrounding areas. The
ment, services and training
Student Center is not the only
rooms. The center is clearly a
option for faculty and staff. If
popular addition and an
they are concerned enough
important investment to camwith a healthy lifestyle, they
pus health, but it should never
should make an investment
have been considered for use
elsewhere.
by anyone but the students.
jennifermills
Another reason faculty
Dave Young announced
last month in "Straight Talk from the should be discouraged from using Liberty's fitExecutive Vice President," that the fee for fac- ness center, is to keep the professional stuulty and staff to use the Student Center was dent/teacher relationship. Not many students
being argued. Although Young upheld his would want to see their professors after a 20
stance to keep the $100, six-month fee, It is minute cardio workout.
unfair for staff members to request to use the
But since the Student Center has already
facilities at all, let alone for free.
been made available to faculty and staff, it
It is easy to see the purpose of the staff should be made clear why they are required to
request. Young put it best when he said in his pay the $100 fee.
article, "I can understand why some would
For starters, if the student has to pay a
argue for no fee...a benefit to the employees, mandatory fee for the Student Center whether
encourages a healthy and fit lifestyle, may or not they use it, staff should pay a memberdecrease absenteeism due to illness, etc."
ship fee. LaHaye is for students after all. Not
While these are all important points, many employers even have such an option for
Liberty cannot forget the meaning of the word their employees.
And last, as Vice President Young also said,
"student," in the title "LaHaye Student
Center." The equipment was put there specifi- "Even though the SC was built by the generoscally for those paying , ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ ^ — _ _________________ ity of the donors, the
tuition and there are
equipage and operaseveral reasons why it
tional
costs are borne by
"The Student Center is the university...bottom
should be kept for stunot the only option for line - we have to be able
dents only.
to cover these costs."
First, as Young put in
faculty and staff"
The LaHaye Student
his article, there must be
Center is an answer to a
"sufficient capacity to
need. It is for this reason
adequately serve the
students." Many students have already been that employees should stop questioning the
complaining about the gym being over crowd- school's decision for Student Center fees and
ed and the population is rapidly increasing remember the primary purpose of Liberty
every semester. And for on campus students University: to serve the students.
without cars, the Student Center is the best
Contact
Jennifer
Mills
at
and sometimes only option to get a good work- jamills@liberty.edu.
out.

Hitting the street
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Summer Camp Recruiting, all day
Baseball v. JMU, 2:30 p.m.
Internship Workshop 6:30 p.m.
Women's Basketball, 7 p.m. [BIG
SOUTH QUARTERFINALS)
Convocation with special guest Zell
Miller
Baseball v. Fairfield, 3 p.m.
Softball v. Longwood, 1 p.m.
College Republicans Meeting, 7 p.m.
Fellowship Gospel Choir Rehearsal. 7
p.m.
Way of the Master Bible Evangelism
Study, 4:30 p.m.

/
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DeMoss
Baseball Field
DH 2046
Vines Center
Vines Center
Baseball Field
Softball Field
DH 1090
CN1491

FREE Forever Changed
poster and sticker pack
with CD purchase at FYE
River Ridge Mall ONLY!
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FOREVER CHANGED The Need to Feel Alive is
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Delirious?: Band moves audience
Continued from page 1

ADAM Brsnop

SINGING PRAISE — Delirious? lead singer Martin Smith (right) sings for the audience Saturday night.
Keyboardist Tim Jupp plays softly in the background.

Saxon: wwn
weapons expert

a modern take on the old hymn
"To God Be the Glory."
Their songs are compelling,
both in lyrics and in .harmony.
The members of Delirious?
work together like a well-oiled
machine, bringing out one hit
after another, going from loud
and grand to the quiet chimes
of cymbals and the delicate keys
of piano. They ended with a
spectacular blend of guitar riffs,
thundering bass and hammering drums.
"We'd love to come back
sometime," Martin Smith said
to the audience.
The screaming of the audience let Delirious know that
they will always be welcome.

A calm hush came over the
audience when Martin Smith
asked the audience to hold up
their cell phones and upon seeing the large glowing mass,
joked whether Liberty gave out
cell phones for attending. He
asked the audience to call a
loved one and suddenly, the
room was filled with hundreds
more people, all connected by
technology, as the band began
to play. The crowd and their cell
phones began to sway to the
music.
Smith then took to the piano
for the song "Every Little
Thing" off their World Service
album. The song, a tribute to
their friend John Thatcher,
Contact Joanne
drew a peace to the crowd as jtang@liberty.edu.
they continued to rock gently.
Smith played "God in Heaven,"

Tang

at

Continued from page 1

Saxon's interest in World
War II dates back to when he
was 6 years old. "I'm a proud
military brat. My mother and
I were in Germany and I saw
all of the rubble on the
ground. I asked her in public
why it was there and she
hushed me and whispered 'we
did that to them.' I've spent
my adult life finding out why."
The Deep Sea Detectives
episode featuring Saxon will
air on April 4 at 10 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time.
Saxon said he's excited to
watch it. "I want to see what
the other interviews had to
say."
Contact Aja Burden
ajburden@liberty.edu.
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Falwell:
there's no charge
for incoming calls,

Unlimited CAU ME Minutes are not deducted from packaged minutes and are only available In the local calling area. Unltnttted Night and Weekend Minutes valid Monday through Friday 9 p.m. to 5:59 a m and all day Saturday and Sunday.
Niytit and Wuekerid miiHJtes are available iri locai calirna area. Local tailing area OittBts hons reokxial calltng area. See map and rate sheet lor details. Mobile Memaslng - a charge ot $.10 per cutgolng memge WPHeo fTOmeaeaglno patinao
is selected or existing package limit is exceeded. Picture Messaging requires U.S. Cellular-apix wed ptaie a i ^
subjecttoan early termination fee. Credit approval required. $30 activation fee $15 equipment change fee. Roaming cliarges, fees, surcharges, overage charges an taxes apply. $0.55 Federal and Other Regulatory marge applies. ThS Is not a
tax or government required charge. Local network coverage and.reliabillty may vary. Usage rounded up to the next full minute. Use of service constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions. Other restrictions apply. See store (or details. Limited
time otter ©2005 U.S Cellular Corporation
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Doctors prescribe no
preaching
Continued from page 1

He said that even the most
menial tasks, like taking a
shower, required a 15minute rest. "I'm not used to
that," he told the News &
Advance Friday. "It will be a
few weeks before I'll want to
take on anybody in anything
other than pinochle."
Two weeks ago, Falwell
was not sure if he would even
make it out of the hospital. "I
am grateful to the Lord that I
was already a patient at
Lynchburg General Hospital
when my breathing was virtually shut off on Feb. 23 as a
result of the rapid build-up
of fluid in my lungs caused
by viral pneumonia," Falwell
said.
Doctors hooked him up to
a ventilator immediately and
did not remove him from the
machine until five days later
on Sunday.
"I sincerely believe the
quick and professional treatment I received from my
doctors and the wonderful
nurses (many of them LUtrained) saved my life,"
Falwell said.
Now Falwell is looking forward to a full recovery and
he is anxious to get back to
his work at TRBC and the
University.
"By God's grace, I expect to
be restored to full health and
strength," he said.
Falwell added that the
pneumonia should not have
any permanent effect on his
health.
"It was very encouraging to
me that my physicians have
determined that I have no
heart problems," he said.
While Liberty's chancellor
was out, students, staff and
administration prayed for
his quick recovery. "We have
missed him and although he
has not been present over the
last two weeks, this occurrence has been a testament
to his normal day-to-day
leadership," Young said.
"The organization he has set
in place has continued to
function even in his absence.
However, it will be good to
have him back in full force
very soon."
Falwell said that his recovery is a testament to the
power of the prayers from
the hundreds of people he
leads daily. "I want to thank
all my friends who prayed so
earnestly for me during this
trying time in my life,"
Falwell said. "I love and
appreciate every one of you."
Contact Sara Lesley at
sllesley@liberty.edu.
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The Matties split
against Duqnesne
last Frklay and conue to improve on
iHwrwiffll^record.

Pat Doney taljcs
back to a few of
the responses he's
received over the
past two years.
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Buccaneers put out Flames
By Andrew Stevens
SPORTS REPORTER

MICHAEL TROXEL

NICE SHOT—Sophomore Larry Blair led the Flames with 21 points in last week's upset loss to Charleston Southern.
Blair finished the season averaging 17 points, five rebounds and three assists a game for Liberty this season.

Liberty's men's basketball team found out
the hard way Tuesday night in the Vines Center
that all good things must come to an end. The
Flames had their season brought to an end with
a 66-60 upset loss to Charleston Southern in the
first round of the 2005 Advance Auto Parts Big
South Men's Basketball Championship.
The game remained close over the first several minutes of the contest until Charleston
Southern scored eight straight points to jump to
an early 23-18 lead with 7:22 left in the first half.
The Flames went on a run of their own on
capped off by a jumper from Big South Firstteam All-Conference member David Dees tying
the score at 25-25 with 7:22 left in the first half.
Liberty later took a 31-28 lead on an Evan
Risher lay-up before eventually taking a 31-30
lead in to the locker room for halftime.
As the second half opened the Flames worked
to increase their lead to 38-32 as Big South Firstteam All-Conference member Larry Blair hit a
three-pointer with 17:15 left in the game. Liberty
continued to control the game as they opened up
a 10-point lead with 11:28 left in the game.
However, just as it appeared the number two
seeded Flames Were on their way to the Big
South semifinals, the Buccaneers came storming back. Nathan Ball hit a jumper with 8:10 left
to play to trim Liberty's lead to just six points,
50-44Liberty's Rell Porter hit a pair of free throws
to push their lead to 54-46 with 7:09 left to play
before Charleston Southern went on a 12-2 run.
A three-pointer by Terrell Brown with 3:19 left
to play gave the Buccaneers their first lead of the
game.
The Flames tied the score on their very next
possession at 58-58 on a jumper by Larry Blair

with 2:56 left to play. The Buccaneers sealed the
game from the free throw line as Brown hit all
four of his attempts from the line down the
stretch, and Ball hit a pair of free throws with 14
seconds left to put the game away.
"Well certainly it can be a cruel world in athletics," said Liberty Head Coach Randy Dunton.
"In tournament play there are going to be some
games that come down to crucial possession at
the end. You have to take your hat off to the fact
that Charleston was certainly able to defend us
and out execute us at the other end. So, my hat
goes off to them. I am proud of our guys and the
effort they have given throughout the season
and we are certainly going to get up tomorrow
and continue to move this program forward."
"There was that one stretch in the second half
when they were coming at us hard and fast and
we seemed to be able to keep our heads because
there was still a lot of game to be played," said
Charleston Southern Head Coach Jim Piatt. "I
also knew that we betterfindourselves. I felt like
during a timeout that we realized that we had to
get back to playing fundamentally sound if we
were going to give ourselves a chance. The kids
just really responded and did a great job during
that stretch. If you look at the games we have
had with Liberty over the past couple of years
we have had some really close games. We felt
coming in that we had a good chance to win. We
knew it was going to be a formidable task and it
proved to be that. I am really proud of both
teams and I thought both teams played well. I
thought we came to compete tonight and this is a
great victory for our kids. These are two teams
that over the past couple of years have really
fought each other and they have certainly had
the upper hand. Maybe it was just our turn
tonight."
Please see EARLY EXIT, page B4

Hockey goes to ACH A Nationals
By Michael Troxel
SPORTS REPORTER

. The Liberty University
Hockey team turned their
sights on the 2005 ACHA
Division 2 National Championship title after easily winning the University Hockey
League tournament in Pittsburgh on Feb. 25 and 26. The
team beat NC State IQ-I and
Indiana University of Pennsylvania 6-4 the following
afternoon.
The Flames were placed in
a pool with Davenport University, the favorite to win the
pool, Wagner University and
Colorado State University.
The top team in each pool

would advance to play Saturday, March 7 in the semifinals in the morning and the
finals in the evening.
Liberty -©Dened play
against Davenport and
jumped out to a 4-1 lead at
the end of the second period.
The third period held a Panthers comeback as the
scrappy teani from Michigan
scored once with 14 minutes
left to cut the lead to two.
Davenportisppred again with
9:30 left to cut the lead to
one.
Liberty put the game away
for good with two minutes
left when Eric Costanzo won
the draw deep in the Flames

defensive zone and tipped it
back to Aaron McKenzie.
McKenzie cut through three
Panthers on his way to center
ice where he flicked the puck
into empty net at the opposite
end of the ice to finish the
game with a 5-3 win. Josh
Pearce had a hat trick for the
Flames.
The following day Liberty
faced Wagner, which was
coming off of a win against
the top seeded Colorado State
Rams the previous day. The
Flames pressed the attack
early but a defensive mix up
at center ice left a Seahawks
player behind the defense
with a clear shot at the Lib-

erty goal. Goalie Dalton Stoltz
had. little chance to stop the
breakaway, and Wagner went
up 1-0. The Seahawks struck
again a few minutes later
when a forward was left alone
in front of the Liberty crease.
Jordan Wilson got the
Flames back within one to
end the period at 2-1.
In the second period Scott
Singor ripped a shot past the
Wagner netminder's shoulder and into the top of the
net. Much to the great displeasure of the Liberty fans,
the referee and linesmen
failed to see it go in and signaled no goal.
Please see ACHA, page B3

MICHAEL TROXEL

GAME ON—Josh Pearce stands over Jordan Stover after an altercation with Stover after the whistle. Both players were ejected.

Women set to defend Big South championship
By Jesse Houk
SPORTS REPORTER

The Lady Flames regular season has
quickly passed by. The famed senior class,
which includes Katie Feenstra, Daina Staugaitiene, Kristal Tharp, Rima Margeviciute
and Stephanie Walker, is entering the fourth
quarter of their college careers. The clock is
counting down, but these girls hope to hold
off the end as long as possible. That fight to
continue playing begins tonight as the Lady
Flames host the Winthrop Eagles in the first
round of the Big South Women's Basketball
tournament.
These two teams faced off just a week ago.
It was a game that showed a focused Liberty
team dismantle a struggling Winthrop team
79-26. Liberty almost set a school record for
fewest points allowed. Winthrop has had a
chance to evaluate the way they played, and
it is almost guaranteed that the Eagles head
coach, Bud Childers, has made some refinements. If Winthrop hopes to stand a chance,
they must improve their game plan and play
from the previous meeting.
The Flames have won the last eight Big
South championships-something no other

Big South school has done. Liberty is prepared to, once again, battle for this years Big
South tournament Championship.
The winner of the Big South tournament is
guaranteed the opportunity to participate in
the "Big Dance." But before the Big South
championship hats and T-shirts are ordered
and before fans purchase plane tickets and
reserve hotel rooms for the first round NCAA
tournament, a closer look should be given to
the Big South tournament and the teams that
are a part of it.
Unlike many conferences that designate
one location as the site for the entire conference tournament, the Big South gives home
court advantage to the higher seed. This
means that, for the Flames, the road to the
NCAA tournament is through the Vines Center. The home court advantage has the team
hoping that they will draw more encouragement and support as they look to represent
this school in front of a national audience.
The Lady Flames, for eight years in a row,
have represented Liberty in front of a
national audience only to come up short each
time.
Please see tAOY FLAMES, page B2

Life
At

Liberty
Baseball
vs. Fairfield,
Wed. 3 p.m.
Women's B-ball
Big South

Tourney,
Tues. 7 p.m.

MICHAEL TROXEL

READY TO ROLL—Katie Feenstra and the Lady Flames are set to go after
their ninth consecutive Big South Conference championship.
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Lady Flames:
Ready for tournament
Continued from page B1

This year has been very interesting. who even made it to the Super Bowl
It seems that most of my readers fall this year. Sure, put this column in the
into two categories: l) they love my entertainment section, but I beg you,
columns and pick up the Champion do not continue to let this column
for the occasional good laugh, or 2) pass as a sports column. It just isn't.
they would compare their opinion of — Erin Broadway
me to that of a hockey fan's feelings
Ouch. Critique me all you'd like
about Gary Bettman. It's love it or about my sarcasm, humor or opinhate it, Red Sox or Yankees (actually, ions, but sports knowledge? That cut
neither), Jerry Falwell or Jesse me deep. Let me begin by thanking
Jackson. You get the drift.
you for considering me to be an enterWell, many people decided to let tainer. I'd like to think I'm funny
me know of their feelings about my sometimes, but geez... you took it to
column throughout this past year. the next level. Between you and me,
While it would take up the entire this column isn't just written for
sports section of this paper to put in "ignorant" sports readers. It's also
everyone's letters, I decided to share a written for responders who think that
few of my favorites. Let's see what the they know more about sports than a
guy who gets a scholarship to write
people think, shall we?
We'll start with the positive first. about it. If you're looking for a column that discusses sports in depth,
The glass is half full, right?
such as how the West Coast Offense
Hi Bottom Line Guy...
I am just emailing you to tell you I works against the Cover 2 nickel packthink you are absolutely hilarious. I age, reading the sports opinion
am sure everyone tells you, but just in columnist for The Champion probably
case they don't, I thought I probably isn't the place to go, but thanks for
should. Anyway, I don't know much your thoughts.
about sports, or even like them all
I am writing in regards to your
that much, sad to say...but I always column in which you spit on the sport
read your column and literally laugh that I love (hockey), and make yourout loud. Thanks for making me self look like an idiot while doing it.
laugh!
I've read your columns before, and
— Mary Holcomb
they haven't been this bad. I can tell
Now that's what I'm talking about. that you're just writing this because
There's nothing like a big dose of you don't like hockey. Well guess
good, clean, American encourage- what,J)oney? You're a sports writer.
ment. It's good to know that the less- Even though you may love other
er sports fans of the world can enjoy sports and hockey may not be your
this column as well. But, judging by cup-o-tea, you can still look like a
this next letter, I must not know any- professional while writing a column
thing about what I'm talking about to about a sport that's not your favorite.
Because writing columns like this
the real sports fans anyway.
After enduring almost two years of one, you'll prove that you can do
Patrick Doney's column, The Bottom what any moron can do: write only
Line, I felt as though something must about the things they love. And that's
be said. While I enjoy this "sports the bottom line.
writer's" sarcastic humor, I do not - Josh Velilla
enjoy his content. I do not even know
Clever and witty for the price of
why he appears in the sports section one! But please, don't steal my line;
at all. It seems to me that Doney's there's a fee. At least he sees me as a
column is geared to the ignorant pop- sports writer. I can understand why
ulation of Liberty who have no clue you might be upset about your
favorite
sport
dying,
nobody
caring and all the
rest of the problems
that
lie

Lynchburg Ford Body Shop
:

ahead for the NHL, but facts are facts.
Last year, the NHL had a television
rating of 1.4. Figure skating had a 3.5.
Don't take it out on me. I'm just the
messenger. At least we know that
there is one sport played on the ice
that people really care about.
If it's sports that you're supposed
to write about, why is it that 2/sths of
your column is solely dedicated to
insulting students who
innocently
enjoy conversing with their peers on
the east campus wall. I find it quite
pathetic and uneducated that you
would stoop to the level of insulting a
fellow believer, Liberty student and
good friend of mine who just simply
asks you why you find so much satisfying joy in bashing on people who
have friends. I personally do not
appreciate your articles or your style
of writing since you are so infatuated with attacking those who have no
voice. If you think I'm going to back
down and let you write your girlie
attacks on those who actually have a
social life, bring it on (in the words of
Ergun Conner). You're just making
yourself look like a fool, so why don't
you stick to what you're supposed to
do and write about sports.
— Kerry Zeigler
Here lies the opportunity to have
what you've always dreamed about: a
voice! Congratulations. For future
reference to anyone who would like to
write me letters about my columns, it
is officially banned to pull out the
"Christian Brother Get Out of Jail
Free" card. I'm sorry if what you do is
funny. I'm just the "voice" of what
everyone else is thinking.
Well there you have it. I'm a funny
guy to non-sports fans, attacked by
those who obviously don't understand
what is entailed in my job description,
all sorts of things I couldn't print by
hockey fans (they're feisty, you know),
and not a proper Christian brother to
those that sit on a wall. Wow. I feel
like I really have accomplished something in my almost two years on this
campus. Love them or hate them, it's
just good to know that my opinions
are being read, and that's the bottom
line.

Some of that had to do
with seeding and location of
the tournament, but the
Flames are not looking for
any excuses this year. This
years' team is a team that has
been put through the fire to
be made better. A huge win
at number 18 Kansas State
and a strong showing at
number five Ohio State have
given Liberty the confidence
needed to compete in the
NCAA tournament. Many
say that of all the recent
Liberty team's, this one has
the best of making an NCAA
tournament run. First things
first, the Big South tournament must be won.
Although the Lady Flames
have only lost one conference game, the Big South is
in no way lacking strong
competition.
Throughout
the season Coach Green and

the players have noted the
importance of never overlooking any Big South opponent. Some players have
even said that the goal of
other teams is to knock
Liberty off the top of the conference. High Point did just
that towards the end of the
regular season. They halted
the Flames Big South conference-winning streak at 57.
The loss gave the Flames a
chance to regroup and focus.
Coach Green was confident
that, should the two teams
meet again, the Flames
would be ready.
Should
High Point take care of business and Liberty win tonight,
and Friday night,
the
rematch would be set. It
would be a chance for
revenge and a Liberty NCAA
tournament birth. A better
scene could not have been
dreamed up for this senior
class. It is up to them to
make it happen.

MICHAEL TROXEL

DRIBBLE DRIVE—Senior Rima Margevicuite and the rest of the Lady Flames will
begin the Big South Tournament this Tuesday.
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The snow's melting...
Get ready for spring!
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$
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*'i visits in Competition 240
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A C H A : Tough tournament
ends in disappointment

Flames split double-header
By Jesse Houk
SPORTS REPORTER

The game resulted in 191
Continued from page B1
Liberty's baseball team
minutes of combined penalWith five minutes left in the ties. Unfortunately Liberty has opened the season at a
third period, Josh Pearce bat- again came out on the short red-hot record of 8-2. About
ted a puck over the Wagner end of the stick with 138 min- the only thing that has been
goalie's shoulder and into the utes as compared to CSU's 53. able to slow the Flames down
net to tie the game. A Wagner The game saw seven ejections, recently is the snow fall that
has come with the recent
player pushed the net off its five against Liberty.
moorings, albeit after the puck
Liberty scored on one of cold fronts. On several occawent in, and the referee skated eight short-handed 5-on-3's sions the Flames have been
in from center ice to signal no when Paul MacDonald out- forced to change their schedgoal because the net was dis- played three Ram's, stealing ules to accommodate the
Last
placed.
the puck and passing to Jeff weather conditions.
The Wagner player should Smale who ripped the shot weekend was no different.
The Flames were set to
have been given two minutes home. The goal narrowed the
play a three-game series at
for delay of game, which would deficit to 3-1.
have resulted in an LU power
Smale's reward was being home against the Dukes of
play. Unfortunately for Liberty, sent off the ice a few minutes Duquesne. With much of Al
Worthington Stadium covthey were given neither the later.
goal, nor the power play.
MacDonald broke into the ered in snow it was decided
A few minutes later the Ram's defensive zone again, by the coaches that neutral
Flames found themselves on this time with a stick around site a little bit farther south,
the defensive with time run- his neck and a CSU player in a place that wasn't affected
ning out. Stoltz was bowled tow. No penalty was called and by the snow, would be much
So Duquesne, a
over in goal, but it was Liberty MacDonald complained to the better.
that was given a penalty, referee by holding his own school from Pittsburg, and
resulting in Wagner's third stick around his neck and Liberty went south. The two
teams squared off ready to
goal of the game and effective- pulling on it with both hands.
ly ending any hope for a win by
The referee was not amused play a doubleheader at Dan
the Flames. After the game, and the Liberty fans showed E. Daniels Memorial Park in
one of the off-ice officials, an their feelings by cheering loud- Danville, Va.
NHL referee, expressed his dis- ly when a linesman ended up
The opening game of the
appointment about the way the in senior Jim Bellew's way. doubleheader saw Liberty
game had been officiated, with BelleWs intended CSU target soundly beat Duquesne 4-1.
Coach Kirk Handy. It was little ducked out of the way, leaving A dominating pitching perconsolation for Liberty, which Bellew flying through the air to formance by freshman
was eliminated from semi-final crash elbow first into a lines- Michael Solbach and a
contention when Davenport man.
steady offense proved to be
lost in OT to Colorado State.
too
much for the Dukes.
Colorado scored again to
Friday night's game saw two make the score 4-1. The game Solbach pitched the entire
teams that had nothing to play ended before any fights broke
for but pride, when the Flames out in the stands, or in the halltook on the CSU Rams. The way leading to the dressing
referee, Hutek, lost control of rooms as CSU players and fans
the game early, resulting in a directed profanities at Liberty
blood bath. Hutek was an offi- players and fans alike.
cial in the previous day's game
Ironically, the Indiana
against Wagner.
University of Pennsylvania
Utah State hockey fans had made it to the semi-finals.
warned the Liberty fans that Liberty beat IUP twice this year
Colorado State was known for by two goals each time.
its dirty play, and the game
The trip back to Lynchburg
Friday night was no exception. on Saturday was another odd
Hutek turned a blind eye to chapter in an interesting week
Liberty players being hacked when the bus broke down in
repeatedly.
Ohio. Fortunately, Scott
"The guy kept cross-check- LaPeer was able to find a
ing me in the back of the head Domino's Pizza that delivered
and neck," said junior Jon 20 pizzas along with drinks
Ziegler. When the referee did- and cups to the bus on the side
n't stop the rough play, Ziegler of Interstate 77. Liberty
took matters into his own changed busses two more
hands and was consequently times and arrived at school
early on Sunday morning.
ejected.

game for the Flames. He
went eight scoreless innings
before giving up a run in the
ninth. Solbach, who pitched
a strong game, recorded 10
strike-outs and only let up
seven hits.
Liberty did all of its scoring in the fourth and sixth
innings; scoring two runs in
each inning. Although it
wasn't the type of offensive
production that the Flames
would like to see, it proved to
be enough to knock off the
Dukes. Leading the way
offensively for the Flames
was junior Michael Just and
freshman Adam Kearney.
Just would go 2 for 5 with
two RBI while Kearney hit 3
for 4 and added an RJ3I of his
own.
Game two saw a game that
could have gone either way.
Liberty appeared to be one
step behind when it came to
scoring. They were playing
catch-up the entire game.
The game finally swung in
favor of Duquesne when
their first baseman Mike
Duganich broke a 1-1 tie by
hitting a 2-run homerun in
the fourth inning. That
fourth inning proved to be
too much for the Flames as
they gave up three of the six
Duquesne runs. The Dukes
would win the game 6-3.
Freshman Ryan Page was

ADAM BISHOP

NICE PITCH— Phil Thompson struck out three in an inning and two
thirds Sunday against Duquesne.

given the loss for the Flames.
He opened the game with a
couple strong innings but
was relieved by junior Todd
Mittauer after a rough fourth
inning. Mittauer came in
and pitched 4.2 innings and
had five strike-outs and only
gave up two runs. Senior
Steve Williams, came in and
got the final out for the
Flames.
Offensive production was
also to blame for the Flames'
loss. Liberty only scored 3 of
the 12 runners that reached
base. Junior Phillip Laurent,
Freshman P.K. Keller, and

Senior David
Bechtold
scored, but it was not
enough.
The weather would also
intervene on Saturday as it
postponed the Flames game
against Duquesne to a date
to be decided upon. The
Flames host James Madison
today at 2:30 p.m. and will
square off against Fairfield
in another home game
tomorrow at 3 p.m.
For stats, scores and more
information
about the
Liberty baseball team, be
sure to check out www.libertyflames.com.

ADAM BISHOP

CLUTCH HIT— Freshman Adam Kearney has showed his potential batting
.333 and playing solid defense for the Flames this season.
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MICHAEL TROXEL

BREAKAWAY— Freshman Mike Binnie turns aside Keith Steigerwald's
one-on-one opportunity in the second period.
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Early Exit: Flames shocked by Charleston Southern
At the same time we knew that if we did not
play the way we are capable of playing that any
Charleston Southern was led in scoring by team in the conference could beat us. That
Second-team All-Conference selection Kurtis became a reality tonight. Charleston Southern
Rice as the seniorfinishedwith 24 points on 9- came in and did some things well on offense
of-16 shooting from the field and 4-of-4 from and they also did some things well on defense
the free throw line, while Ball added 14 points and they were the better team tonight. It is
and Brown netted 10 points as he finished the tough to say something like that because pergame 7-of-7 from the line.
sonally being on this team I feel like that when
"I knew this could be my last game coming we play to the best of our abilities we are the
in to tonight," said Rice. "The other seniors best team in this conference. Being in this
and I had talked about this, and we did not position for the first time in my career it is
want this to be our last game, so we just came humbling, very humbling. We have a lot of
out there tonight fighting as hard as we could." work to do in the off-season and I personally
"It hurts right now, and the bad thing about believe this team is going to come back a lot
it is it is going to hurt worse tomorrow," said stronger next year. We can blame tonight on
Larry Blair. "Good luck to Charleston South- the officials, you can blame it on this and you
ern and whoever represents the Big South in can blame it on that, but the bottom line is that
we just did not get it done."
the NCAA Tournament."
"I think collectively we had a large belief
The Flames were led in scoring by Blair as
that if we played the way we know we are he finished with 21 points and Dees who
capable of playing that we could repeat as con- chipped in 10 points.
ference champions," said David Dees. "We just
The loss marks just the second time this
did not play the way we are capable of playing. season the Flames have lost to a conference

Continued from page B1

opponent, as they finished with a 7-1 record
regular season record at home this season
against conference opponents. This was also
the second consecutive season that Liberty has
hosted Charleston Southern in the quarterfinals of the Big South Tournament with the
Flames winning last season's contest 60-54.
The loss also marks the last time that seniors
Glyn Turner, Leo Lightbourne and Brian
Woodson will wear a Liberty uniform.
"Our seniors played really hard tonight,"
said Dees. "I really feel worse for them than I
did for last year's seniors because we got a
chance to take them to the NCAA tournament.
This year's seniors did not get a chance to
experience that. That is something that I
believe is tough. As an underclassman you
realize that you always have a chance to go
back, but our seniors are done. They cannot
put on another jersey another time and play in
another collegiate game. So, I feel sorry for
them. We just did not do what it takes to get
MATT TRENT
them to the NCAA tournament. They deserved MOVING ON— Leo Lightbourne finished his career at LU last
week. He averaged 11 points and seven rebounds this year.
it and we let them down."

G o o d b y e S e n i o r s : Liberty graduates three players
By Andrew Stevens
SPORTS RKPORTER

With Liberty's 66-60 upset loss
to Charleston Southern not only
did the Flames season come to an
abrupt end but the loss also
brought to an end the collegiate
careers of seniors Brian Woodson,
Leo Lightbourne and Glyn Turner.
This season Head Coach Randy
Dunton and his staff were left with
the task of replacing Ryan Mantlo,
Louvon Sneed, Jason Sarchet and
Gabe Martin who were all gone
from last season's conference
championship team. This time
Dunton is not necessarily looking
to replace guys who filled the stat
sheet and the scoreboard as he is
guys who played hard and who
were the heart and soul of this basketball team.
"This is just one of those games
where you come out and try and
give your best and do all you possibly can and we just got the short

end of the. stick," said Leo his attitude as a selfless team play- the season due to being ruled aca- someone who played hard and
Lightbourne. "I do not think it was er who was more concerned with demically ineligible and had to bat- someone who helped lead my team
because of a lack of preparation or getting a win than scoring points. tle through shoulder and disc prob- that is all I really want to be
anything. (The) guys were all Lightbourne averaged nearly 30 lems in his back for most of the sec- remembered for."
Woodson finished his career
engaged; this is just one of those minutes a game this season and ond half of the season.
"I had to put in a lot of hard averaging around 30 minutes and
time where the ball does not around 20 minutes a game for his
bounce your way. Charleston came career. Lightbourne also finished work," said Woodson. "I had a lot of just over six points a game.
Glyn Turner rejoined the team
in and played hard for 40 minutes his career with 271 total rebounds, good people around me who gave
and I think we played hard for 40 averaging almost five rebounds a me treatment and got me ready for around halfway through the season
minutes. They got most of the loose game. He increased his points per games. I did not always have the to try to give the Flames more of an
balls. That is just the way it goes. game average to just over 10 this best effort but my leadership effort inside presence with Russell
We missed a few lay-ups here and season and finished with 364 and just trying to coach guys Monroe and Rashad Robinson still
through some things. At the end of trying to adjust to Division I college
there but me taking leadership, I points for his career.
take sole responsibility for our per"I think this hurts all the same the day it was rewarding to just be basketball. Turner also contributed
formance out there tonight. I just when it is over, it is over," said around the guys and try to teach to Liberty University by delivering
came out and gave my best and Brian Woodson. "We would like to the younger guys some things that mail on campus.
unfortunately we got the bad end of get it done at home but they put will hopefully help them out next
"It is to other people to decide
the stick. When people look back together a great effort and kept year. As long as my teammates can how to remember my career," said
on my career I really want my lead- playing hard and kept fighting and understand what I am going Turner. "I would probably want
ership to stick out day in and day I give all the credit to Charleston through and the effort I am making them to remember me as the post
outjust coming in and encouraging Southern for coming out and win- towards them that is all that mat- man. That will probably be my
ters. Fans are going to be fans and legacy."
guys. Forget about Leo athletically ning tonight."
or just looking at Leo as a person,
Brian Woodson himself might when things are going good they
Turner finished his career averjust remember me as someone as be the only one who truly under- are going to have a lot of good aging just over 14 minutes, three
the type of person who did whatev- stands how difficult this season was things to say and when things are rebounds and close to four points a
er it takes for his team to get a W." for the senior from Herndon, Va. going bad they feel the same way. I game.
Lightbourne's career stats reflect Woodson missed the first half of just want to be remembered as
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Getting the perfect fit

Riverside ite
Runners
By Natalie Mayer
LIFE! REPORTER

For more than four years,
Riverside Runners has been
serving the needs of people
who have a passion for running in the Lynchburg area.
The goal of this specialty
walking aird running store is
to find the right footwear for
athletes or for those who just
want to enjoy a comfortable
pair of shoes.
While many shoe stores
may sell shoes that look like
they are designed for running, oftentimes they are not
specialty running shoes. Jeff
Fedorko, one of the store's
three owners, says that his
store is different. "Other shoe
stores sell shoes that are
designed more for fashion,"
Fedorko said. "You are paying
for the color or the name, not
the technology of the shoe.
We only sell technical prod-

ucts."
Riverside Runners specializes in custom fitting running
or walking shoes to each individual's feet. The custom fitting includes analyzing the
lower leg mechanics, measuring the width and length of
the feet and evaluating the
way a person walks or runs.
Riverside's staff then matches
footwear that willfitthe customer's distinctive leg and
foot mechanics.
"Everyone has unique feet.
By using the technology in
our store, we are trying to
keep that foot in as neutral
position as possible." Fedorko
said. "Every footstep you take
is up to three times your body
weight. Runners specifically
are placing themselves under
a lot of stress and insufficient
mechanics can cause the factor of impact to be much
higher."
Though Riverside Runners'

staff says what shoe fits best,
the customer ultimately must
decide what feels best. With a
shoe display room with over
70 types of shoes to choose
from, customers are bound to
find the footwear that provides the comfort they are
looking for.
Besides the custom shoe
fittings, Riverside Runners
also sells running apparel
and swim wear. From specialty socks, insoles, sunglasses and watches to swim
suits, goggles and training
paddles, Riverside, offers
options for those in and out
of the water.
The specialty store doesn't
finish there, though. Riverside directs some of their
own local races and sponsors
other events as well. Over a
dozen race brochures cover
their display table.
"This is kind of a one stop
place," Fedorko said. "You

JEREMY STEPHENS

TRACK AND PATH PREPARATION — Riverside Runners has the right shoes and apparel tor all paths, tracks and weather.

can get your equipment,
apparel, race application and
check our Web site resource
for results."
Whether training for a
marathon or just wanting a
purpose to run, Riverside
Runners provides apparel
and opportunities for almost
any type of runner.

Riverside Runners carries
some of the brands that other
stores offer. Of the six brands
of running shoes, Asics,
Brooks, Saucony, Mizuno,
New Balance and Adidas, and
their one specialty trail shoe,
Montrail, customers are sure
to find the brand and the perfect fit of shoe for their feet.

Ensuring their customers
find that perfect fit is what
makes Riverside Runners a
step ahead of the rest.
For more information on
Riverside Runners and/or
race applications, go to
www.riversiderunners.com
or contact them at (434) 8467449•
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Need A Place 10

Store Your Things
for Summer?

IVee
Pickup

*
•:••

F*ee
Delivery
Back

Tired of lugging your »tuff to and
from your home every summer?
Spending a *ume*ter overseas
where you will not need your
thing* . Let u* help you. W e will
deliver our secure storage units
right to your dorm or off campus
apartment. You load it up with
your things and we will take it
baekto our secure, government
inspected facility. Just call ui when
you get buck and w* bring the unit
back to you.

It's convenient, safo and secure.

• No need to lug things to self storage

• Share your unit with your friends

• Units are secure and weather proof

• W e pickup It up when you are done

• W e bring the storage unit to you

• We store it inside our secure facility

• Take your time to load It

• W e bring back the unit in the fall

Rent with your
friends!
$50.00/unit per month

Call and reserve your unit today!
4000 Mayflower Dr.
Lynchburg, VA

888-57-STORE
434-S28-I999

Help Wanted
GREAT SUMMER
INTERNSHIP
Are you looking for something better than what
you've already lined up?
If you are attracted to
adventure, $7000+, travel, challenge, and college
credit,
877-267-3765 ext. 1
VARSITY
Vacations
Spring Break Bahamas
Celebrity Cruise! 5 days
$299! Includes meals!
Cancun, Acapulco,
Nassau, Jamaica from
$459! Panama City &
Daytona $159!
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JEREMY STEPHENS

PERFECT FIT—Riverside Runners offers many different brands, sizes and fits to terrorize the hardest trails in Lynchburg.

Do you know where
your child goes online?
In an i-SAFE America survey nearly
half the kids say their parents would be
concerned if they knew where they went,
what they did, or with whom they chatted
on the Internet.

Learn how you can keep your family
safe and bridge the digital divide.

WWW.USAMOaiLESTORAGn.COM
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Musical Director David Brown
Drama Director Betty Morgan
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Beulah Baptist Church
528 Leesville Road
Lynchburg, Va.
Saturday, March 19, 7:00p.m.
Sunday, March 20, 3:00p.m.
V, March 20, 7:(

Join
i-SAFE
America
Thursday, March 10
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Lynchburg Public Library
Main Library
2315 Memorial Avenue
Lynchburg, VA

www.springfrrPfl^™™ 1 - 001 "

1-800-678-6386
SEND YOUR AD TO: Sue
Matthews, Ail Director.Tb* '•''"•'

S82 2128, Fax S82-242Q.
sii).iiihewhK''lilx-nv.i\lu

For more information call:
760-603-7911 ext.30 or visit isafe.org
1 am the key to building a aatar USA
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PLAYING IN THE PARK — Peaks View Park has a variety of paths for runners or mountain bikers.

By Emily Scheck
LIFE! REPORTER

With sunny skies and a temperature edging towards 60 degrees, the
cool winter winds are a main deterrent for joggers accustomed to a daily
run on the trails at Peaks View Park.
"There's usually a few more people
out during the day," said 31-year-old
Jonathan Fletcher, the lone, early

morning runner. "I just love to run...if
the sun is out, nothing will keep me
off these trails."
Located off of U.S. Hwy. 501 North,
Peaks View Park is the second largest
park in Lynchburg,
offering
entrances at the intersections of Ardmore Drive and Tenbury Drive, as
well as at Ivy Creek Lane off Wiggington Road. From a relaxing picnic at
one of the two picnic shelters to an

MATT TRENT

WINDING PATHS—Peaks View Park has tough trails for riders and runners, regardless of skill level.

aggressive game of Frisbee golf, the
gently rolling hills at Peaks View can
provide relaxing fun or an intense
cardio workout.
Part of Peaks View Park, Bill Foot
Recreation area, is a preserve for
mountain bikers and hikers alike. Running off the Ivy Creek Greenway in
Peaks View Park, Mimosa Trail and
Fire Ridge offer intermediate mountain bikers a chance to ride the hills.
For those with less experience, Ivy
Ridge and Lower Piney offer easier
navigation of the magnificent woods at
Peaks View Park, while experts will
enjoy Roller Coaster or Bottom Out.
Found near the Ivy Creek Lane
entrance, the Ivy Creek Interpretive
Loop Trail provides visitors with a
self-guided nature walk through a
wooded area of the park.
A short walk from the Ivy Creek
trail, the pond is an excellent place to
relax while watching birds or observing tadpoles and frogs.
Runners can utilize the popular
exercise course that runs from the
park entrance at Ardmore Drive to
the entrance on Tenbury Drive. While
not a looped trail, pull-up bars, sit-up
benches and other stationary work
out devices are spaced intermittently

along the course, allowing runners a
mixture of cardiovascular exercise
and strength training.
"I like to come running here,
because when I feel like slowing
down, I can do some sit-ups and then
get moving again," said 17-year-old
Meredith Summers, winded from her
30 minute jog.
Winding through the park, walking
trails offer a serene saunter through
the woods. While some choose to play
Frisbee golf as they walk, others enjoy
strolling with loved ones or quietly
reflecting on the events of the day.
Accessed from the Ardmore and Tenbury Drive entrances, additional
walking tails can be found throughout the park. These paved trails wind
through the meadows and into the
woods, with the sounds of the highway fading to the tranquil sounds of
nature.
Situated within 15 minutes of Liberty University, Peaks View Park is a
convenient getaway, a place where
people of all ages can come to relax,
exercise or spend time together. As
cabin fever sets in and the weather
begins to warm, take some time to
enjoy the outdoors at Peaks View
Park.

Exploring
Blackwater *
By Tom Meiners
LIFE! REPORTER

Creek

weaves through the woods on a signal
track. It's amazing that a trail like this is
right in the middle of the city." Other riders like to start their riding at Percivle's
Island and go up to the church to get a
smooth downhill ride for the return trip.
Although there are seven main
entrances to the trails at Blackwater
Creek, two are recommended for walkers,
Hollins Mill Road, with a picnic area, and
the Jefferson Street entrance. To find
Blackwater Creek by way of the Jefferson
Street entrance, leave Liberty University
out the front main exit towards Applebee's and 501 North. Take 29 North to the
Main Street exit lA, towards downtown.
Turn right onto Main Street and go about
a half a mile. Take a right on Ninth Street.
Turn left onto Jefferson at Amazement
Square, and drive toward Eighth Street.
You willfinda wooden stair leading down
to the trail. To find the boatramp, keep
going beyond Jefferson Road across the
railroad tracks.

Welcome to the Blackwater Creek Natural Area, Lynchburg's finest waterside
walking and biking trail. This 5-mile
paved and gravel track with seemingly
endless back paths adds up to more than
13 miles of single tracks for bicyclers.
Located in downtown Lynchburg near
Amazement Square, Blackwater Creek
accommodates the needs of walkers, runners,fishermen,rollerbladers, picnickers,
skateboarders and even baby carriages
with its beautiful riverside paths.
What makes Blackwater so unique and
alluring is that it is built over a former
railroad. Traveling the trail seems like it
was built just for you and your long journey or short stroll through the woods. In
addition to the lush foliage and wadeworthy water, there are many interesting
man-made structures along the path. For
example, sections of the path are lighted,
like the Hollins Mill Tunnel, and there are
bridges along the old railroad track that
you can walk across.
Liberty University student Josh Lowe
enjoys the path. "It's a very romantic
place, I'll say that much about it," Lowe
said. "It's a great place to get away from
the everyday burden of life."
The Blackwater Creek trails are great
. for anything, but they are best for bicycle
riders. Amateur bicyclists from mtbReview.com say that the trail at the Greek
Orthodox Church on Langhorne Road is
the best place to start for a fast downhill
ride. "Start at the church and take the first
MAIT TRENT
dirt
trail you come to and hold on," comMAIT TRENT
WALKING
THE
PATH
—
Blackwater
Creek
is the perWEATHER-TESTED TRAILS — Blackwater Creek has trails that withstand Virginia's weather. mented Ryan from Forest, Va. "The traJ
fect place for a casual walk or cardio run.

I recently watched yet
another long-term relationship come to an abrupt halt.
Fortunately, this time it didn't involve me. If it did, it
would have been a huge
shock, considering I'm single. I've never understood
how something so good, so
loving and so seemingly perfect at one time can be completely lost all of a sudden.
I was recently involved in a
discussion about the origin of
relationships. Being the man
that I am, I let the women I
was debating win. The argument was that if opposite
genders are around each
other long enough, one of
them will inevitably want to
date one of the others. They
made some good points at the
time, and I think I left the
conversation with them
thinking that I agreed.
If you understand new
relationships and breakups
like in the two little stories
above, you will realize that
they contradict each other. A
couple is together for years
only to learn to practically
despise the site of the other.
Then you completely flip that
idea.
A classmate or
coworker sees a person
everyday and eventually falls
for the person.
All I can think is, what a
harsh cycle. It's like playing
scrabble with no S's. You can
still play but you will eventually need the pluralizing S.
The S, in the case of relationships, would have to be the
need to increase the number
of conversation topics. When
these topics run out, it normally results in the use of
spiteful comments. This, in
my experience, and what I
have seen in others, is how
relationships begin and end.
The ending in spite is a
given, but I may have thrown
you a little with the beginning. In the beginning, flirting in some cases is nothing
more than picking on someone. And of course, flirting is
one of the first moves in relationships. Oddly, we feel if we
can make jokes about someone with a smile on our face,
and they can do the same to
us, that the cosmos have
aligned and God has blessed
the union.
I'm as shocked as some of
you may be by that last comment, but if you really think
about it, it is not that far off
track. How many of you have
said something that is ridiculously spiteful but said in a
playful, non-malicious way
only to evoke a playful
response from someone you
are interested in.
How about this:
Your object of interest says
something mildly to completely stupid. Instead of
laughing hysterically and
telling half of your evangelism class what a moron that
person is, yqu make a "what"
face and toy, "You're an
idiot." You then spend the
next 15 minutes explaining
how smart that person is.
The only difference in relationship-ending arguments
and pre-relationship picking
is that the first has no smile
and no backpedaling from a
remark. Say "you're an idiot"
to someone who thinks you
are, too, and see how quick a
pocketbook can cause the loss
of consciousness. Well, that's
my theory on relationships,
beginning to end. You flirt,
then you fall out until you find
the one you can jabber with
until death do you part.

